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Salo of radios by branches of the Polich Radio in 1940 and 1949

1o In Lhe 2-year pericd from 1940 to 1949, the Polish Radio cmbarked on & program
: of dis tmbut:.na radios throughout the countiy. After 2 years, this progrom
was entirely abandoned, and efforte were concentrabved exclusively on broad-
casting with wired lowdispoalers. The sale of radios to the people began at
the end of 1948, At that time, the Polish Radio iaported the larger number
of rodios from Czechoslovakia (Teslo~Rytmus, L=tube, U-scries tube..:) 3 sone
- were. veceived from Gerpany: as reparations, mainly the Philips Lrand. The
2 yost were :of domestie pr&iucmon ~ Pionier and Ags ~ the ]dt’ocr made in
Dzmrzonimr and .arsaw, - Because of the preat demand for radios, the Polish
" Radio orpanized special sections, called Commercial Sections, in its regional
“managemonts, o handle “the “Bale oi‘ radios, The Comoereial Scetions handled
the sale of radios, radio tubes "opony" (lovdspeaker diaphraghs 7Y, and
later also the repeir of radies

Zo AL fimt s radios were uold to all cu_’ui ons, provided that there were any o
be sold. Uuually, the demand for radios, despite the high vmcc‘.,, was proater
than the supply. The Compreial Sections alse orponimed ingtallment buying
over periods ranging froa threc antas o ten s mn“*f" fich alao f‘Onuubutml
to the lavpe demand for racies. In 1949, the coot o“ Tegla-lytnus rocdios
was 16,000 zlotys, T’lxil).pmal‘x._flﬁwu<, 21,000 wlotys, and i (domcotic) 306,000
zlotys. :

. 3, In 1950, prices for radios incrsased, Tor cuanple, the <’r\ncx=tw Apa
52,000 slotys. On L Junudry 1950, the Comcreinl Gooks : X
for one and a hall yearoc, wore iquidated. Svidently, the <.,umuba.t1 on 04
radios was not aculeving the poals cmp@cted Ly “c,hc rogine. On owdcre {rom
the comtral sutioritles of the Polish Radio, rario sots werc sold alfter mic
~ 1949 only upon the recommendation of the .JK's (u.’OJLTJorlrluo nomwty, Provineial
Comaittecs) of the Commmist Party, usually to UB (Urzad Wupmf*zcn Lwa,
Sccurity) functionaries. . Futhcrmorc, the Commerclal Sections, towerd the
end of their opcration, imported 2e~phase Tesla~-Rytmus radios i‘z om GCrmechoslovakia
vihiich were not equipped lor short wave reception, so tha

the BBC and the
Toice of America broadeasts could not be heard. After liquidation of the
Commerelal Sections, the remainlay citocks wore sold to socdial clubs and trode

unions.
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Since tien, the sale of radios to the people has "een handled by the ClsB
{Centrala Ilandlowa Przemyslu Elektrotechnicznepo, Central tHarketing Office
of the Ilectrical Industry), a state commercial entcrprise, The only radios
that renained on the market were the two-phase Tesla and the three-phase Aga
and Pionicr, the prices of which increascd 20 to 30 percent, Installment
buying, which previously enabled the majority of the pcople to buy radiosy
was discontinued.

At present, the shortapge of radic parts on the market is constantly becorming
more acutc. This shortage is purposcly engincered by the rerime's policy
to rrodually eliminate %free listencrs™ of racios, and to substitute 1oude
speakers wircd to radio relay stationse

25X1A

£fter 1 January 1950, the DHO (Dzial Naprawy Odbiornikew, Radio Iepair Section),

a part of the Commercial Section, was incorporated into the nevly-created
PPIK (Panstwowe Przcdsicbiorstwo Radiofonizacil Kraju, State Interprise for
the Radiofication of Poland). Other scciions were completely liquidated.

The former DNO became the SOR (Stacja Obslugl Radioodbiornmikew, Radio Service
Station)s The SUR has since, almost exclusively, becn repairing the radio
relay stations, public address assemblies, club rooms, etc. As a rule, there
is a “shortage of materials and parts® for a private radic owner, except on
recommendation of the Party or through other "in'luence".

sencral technical information on the Polish Radio broadcasting station in
Wroclaw

The present transmitter of the .iroclaw radio station has a power of 50 kilow
watts. It was installed in the fall of 1948 in a former Cerman radio station
located in Zorawin, a villape 15 kilometers soubh of Wroclaw. The transnitier
was purchased in the spring of 1940 from RCA in the USA for 130,000 dollars.
The transmitter, an air-cooled typc, was one of the latest American models

at that time,

The transmitter was installed at the radio station in Zorawin witiin the
3erionth poriod from July through September 1948, The installation work was
done by a speeial crew of techniciang and engineers, mumbering appraxinately
20 persons, from the Chief Nan renment in Warsaw, Doleslaw Falars (non-Party),
a skilled youns enginger, boin in 1918, and technical dircctor at the Wroclaw
broadeasting station, supervised the installation. Lhe Chicf Uanopoment

stressed quick instsllation and activation of the transmitter, It is signili-

cant that the Jfroclaw broadcasting station was the first ‘o be supplied with
modern broadeasting equipacnt of high pover and ranpe Curing a time vhen
other broadeasting stations, including the VWarsaw station, remained far behind
in such facilities. The reasons for this were as follows:

a. After Szczecin, the .Jroclaw broadcasting station wvas located farther
west than any other Polish station.

be The .iroclaw radio station, located in Zorawin, had a 1luZ-moter trans-
mitting anterna of high technical value., It was built entirely of wood,
and had not been damapcd during the war, Szczecin did not have these
technical facilities,

The rerine's goal was to have its radio propaganda heard as far west as possie
ble; therefore, .Jroclaw was selected. The fact that Bierut, topether with
other members of the administration, arrived in Wroclaw in October 1940 te

“attend the dedication ceremony of the radio station, is an indication of the

great inportance attached to the new radio station by the remime. It was here
that Bierut gave his well-knowm speech in which he predicted "a great cultural
offensive to ve started by the administration.”
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Tarly broadcasts showed that the liroclaw radio station, with its new 50-
kilowatt transmitter, possessed sufficient range to cover all of Luropce
Surveys, conducted by the Polish Radlio, confirmed the fact that the Vroclaw
station was heard clearly in all of Vestern Durope. In addition, the Folish
Radio received letters proving that the Wroclaw radio station was being heard
in Turkey, Palestine, Lgypt, lorth America, and even Australia., Of course,
1n the last-mentioncd countrics, the “Wroclaw broadecasts could be heard only
under exceptionally favorable conditions and with very poverful sets.

e equipment of the Wroclaw broadcasting station is among the most modein
in Poland. Partially salvaged amplifier equipment was, to a larpe degree,
repaired and re-activated in the period from 1946 to 1950, Propgress was very
slow because of shortages of materials and experts. Most of the work was
done by the technical divislon's omn staff under the supervision of Engineer
Fafara. .

n 1946, the Wroclaw broadcasting station had in operation one amplifying
studio, one studio for forums; one siudio for chamber music and piano recitals,
and one studio for individual lectures, By the end of 1950, the radio sta=
tion had two amplifying studios (the second studio was used as a stand-by
studio in case the first was damamed)j two studios for forums; one chamber
music studio, one lecture studio, one large concert studio {converted from

a public hall, 15 x 15 meters, with a seating capacity of 500, and having
Poland's best concert organs comprising nearly 1,000 pipes), and one control
voonm made up of three sections in which special sound effects arc produced.

Prorrans of the Varsaw broadcasting station axe transmitted to Jroclaw by
apecial modulation cables leased on a permanent basis by the Polish Radio
from the lMinistry of Posts and Telegraphs. The iiroclaw station 15 connected
with the Varsaw station by mcans of two pairs of cables, one pair being loTr
stand-by purposes. These cables up to now have not Tunctioned as expected.
Interruptions in the proprams have been frequent because of tochnical diffi-
cultics. The cables follow a round-about route via Poznan. In 1950, the
Polish Nadio asked the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs Tfor permission to
construct special modulation cables rom Viroclaw to Vlarsawr over the shortest
coute, This investment is anticipated in the Six~Year Flan. “he presernt
modulation cables from the amplifying room of the radio station are connected
with the telephone wires of the Urzad Pocztowy (Post Office), Krasinskiego
Street, Wroclaw, where they are amplilied and relayed to i\arsaw via telephone
cables,

e roclaw broadcasting station has one GIC truck equipped with technical
radio apparatus for mobile broadeasting and recording from the field. This
truck was allotted in 1948 by the Chief Management of the Polish Radio in

Warsew, The outfitting of the truck with broadeasting equiprent by the techniw

cal division of the Wroclaw broadcasting station was done in six monthSe

The truck is equipped with two magnetophones for magmetic tape recordings,
amplifiers and microphones for direct broadcasting by means of telephore
cables, and two 20-watt dynamic loudspeakers installed on the roof. The
+ruck is uscd for the dissemination of the regine's propaganda in citics and
towns, on occasions like May Day, annivcrsaries of the Bolshevik revolution,
ete,

A% least 90 percent of the news broadcasts from the field are transcribed
from marnetic tape recordings. "Live® broadeasts are transmitted only in
rare ond excertional cascs.
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16, Tecordings are made as follows: The prepram and technical crew, composed
of one or two announcers and radio technicians, arrives at the scene with
the broadcasting truck. The news is recorded on the muymctoplione., Liore tape
is always used than required lor e broadeast; for example, for a 15-ninute
broadcast a 30-to-L0-mimute tape 1s made, and on especially important events,
a 60-to90-minute tape run is made. For broadcast purposcs, ouly the parts
needed for propaganda purposes are retained; the rest is either deleted or
cut oute

17-. The Polish Radio has great difficulty in purchasing majmctephoncs and tapes.
None of the Satellites produces this equipment, After the former Geraan supplies
in Wroclaw werc exhausted, the Polish Radio was forced to purchase these com~
modities in the est. A%t the begimmdng of 1950, a business deal with ‘est
Gernany fell through. If it had been succecsful, all broadcasting stations
in Poland were *to.have becn cquipped with new magnebgphones. Thercupon, in
the aummer of 1950, the Central Office of Polish Radlo in Warsaw irsued special
orders to all the manarerents to excreise great care in the use of apes and
ma;metophones, since Poland was forced to parchase tapes abroad and nay with -
dollar billg~of-exchanre. Tapes produced ia East Derlin were found %o be of
such poor quality that they had to be withirawn from usec. Wagnetophonie tapes
and equiyment are onc of the weakest points in radio broadcasting in Folands
mapnctophones are constantly overloaded, and much tape is necessarily vasted,
17 the Polish 2adio is no. able to obtain row sourcgs of supply abroad for
the purchase of this zquirment, serious disturbances-in its radio activities

_may be expected in the very near fulure. : £

Control of the Polith radlo by the Communist Party(PZPR, Polska 7jcdnoczona
Partia Tobotmicza, Unitcd Polish Joriers! Party) E

10, Trom the very beginning of its postirar cxistence, the Poligh Tladio Jeld the
strong influence of the Communist Party. By early 1949, the Polish Zadio
was solely an instrument of Party propaganda. All key pocitions were rillied
with proven and trusted Party members, Currenily; ‘only young Party membe s
are being appointed to managorial pesitions, For example,~Jan Picrzchala,
born in 19204 originally from Gorny Slask, was appointed regional director
in Wroclaw in the spring of 1950, In 1950, Andrzej Walalek, born in 1928,
was appointed manager of the political information sectione

19, PZPRYs control is not confined to the appointment of trusted people o key
positions, The Party systematically investipates Polish Racio activitics.
The activities of the .roclaw radio station are checked by the UK of the PZFR,
Other regional vadio stations are checked by the VK's of the respective arecas,
with the exception of the Jarsaw broadcasting stasion, which is controlled
by the KC (Komitet Centralmy, Central Cormittec) «f the PZPR, A special
radio section within the WK has been set up for the exclusive purpose of radio
supcrvision. Orchon, a “radio instructorf, has chirge of the radio section
of the WK in “froclaw, This section is subordinate to the Propapanda Divisinn
of the WK, TCach month, the WK holds a conference at which the Party presents
the broadeasting plan for the following month, Thesc conferences are attended
by the regional director, the persomnel manajer, anc manapers of projrom
sections of the Polish ladio, and the sccrctary of the POP (Pocstawowa
Orpanizasja Partyina, Dasic Party Cell). HNot only the. propram and propaganda
matters, but also the persomnel, orpanization, and trchnical matters arc
discussed, The function of the mana erial orpans of “he Polish Radlo at
these conferences is limdted to the presentstion of reperis for the past
month, the presentation of comstiructive sugrestions for future plans,

The fundamental activity of the manayerial organs of the Polish ladic is
concerned with the zealous fulfillment of Party directives. Lrrors in ful-
rilling the Party directives are punished ruthlessly, and more important
offences incur discharpe or transfer,

SRGALT
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The PZFR exerts the primary influcnce on the creation of the radio program,

The PZPR is most interested in propaganda broadcasts such as news broadeasts

of trials, peace congresses, etc. Every important news broadcast of this

type is recorded cn tape and is edited by the WK representative, For especially
important news broadcasts, the Polish Radio sends specialists from Warsaw.

For example, in the winter of 194$-50 during the "spy" trial staged in the
‘Wroclaw French consulate, a special broadcasting truck arrived from Yiarsawg

@ven though the broadeasting truck of the Viroclawstation was not in use =%

that time,

Party control is not limited to political and propsjranda broadcasts, In
nusical programs it was found that too 1little Russian music was included,

In the spring and sumier of 1950, Jan Ocwieja, a non~Party director of the
Wiroclaw radio choir, and Tadeusz Seredynsld, a non~Party director of the
Wiroclaw radio orchestra, were criticized for not sclecting the Proper repelre
toire, not placing proper emphasis on Sovict musice and sonss, and accepting
#suspected reactionary clerents” inte their proup., The irial lasted for
two or three monthsy; and vams held by the exccutive committes of the POP.

Uany disputes arose between the Chief Manapement of the Polish Radic in Warsaw
and the WK of the PZPR in froclaw, A1l disputes rcsulied from diffcrences

of interp:.tation on some of the regulations of the KC (Central Committce)

of the PIPQ relative to radio propapenda. DBisputcs, as @ rule s Were settled

by the KC, In the period from 1947 to 1949, the disputes were usually settled
in favor of the Poldsh Nadio, but in the period from 1949 to 1950, the decisions
were in favor of the Party. As a rosult of VK's intervention, the Chief
Hanarement instituted important purges and “reorpanizations® of the Wroclaw
broadeasting statione

General rcorganization of the Polish Radio in the spring of 1950 .+ and the
creation of two independent enterprises: PP Polskie natiic (Panstwowe
Przedsiebiorstwo Polskie hadio §oliq§;@;g State Enterprise), and PPRK
(Panstwowe Przedsiebiorsiwo Aﬁéioi‘onizacji Kraju, State Enterprise for

Radiofication of Poland).

The rapid expansion of radiofication during 1948 and 1949 required a major
recrganization in the PP Polskle Radio to place radiofication on an equal
footing. In 1949, the Sejm passed a law on the basis of which the C
(Centralny Urzad Radiofonii, Central Board of Radio Broadcast) was created
on 1 January 1950, CURSe headquarters are in Warsgw and it is directly
under the jurisdiction of the Presidium of the Council of Ministers, The
two new independent cnterprises, the PP Polskie Radio and the PPEK, were
placed under the jurisdiction of the CUR, Decause of the close organizational,
economic, and financial ties, the new cnterprises could not immediately funce
tion independently. Detween 1 January 1950 and 31 Mazch 1950, the functions
of the two enterprises were gradually divided. The property and real estate
of the former Polish Radio enterprise were apportioned as follows:

2. The PP Polskie Radio rcceived all real estate (buildings znd land) with
technical radio broadeasting equipment.

bs Automotive vehicles were apporticned between the PP Polskie Radio and the
PPRK, the PP Polskie Radio receiving about one—third, and the PPRK, tioe
thirds, Almost all vehicles with technicsl broadeasting equipment and
pascenger cars were given te the PP Polslde Radio. The PP Polskie 2adio
in Wroclaw received one Skoda Tudor passenger car, one @C broadcasting
truclk, and one Dodge station wapgoen (almost unusabic)s PPRK received three
@&IC 3~ton trucks, one Chevrolet 1-1/2-ton truck, one Zis truck (old model) 2
and one Dodge station wagon.

GiBGRET
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g, PIIK offices may be inctalled in PP Polskic Tadio broadeasting stations
with excess office space; on pgmoent of rent by the FPRK to the PP Polskie
Nadio for the usc of suel space.

Orpanizational status of the PP Polskie Radio as of the end of 1950

ihe Chicf Man peoment of the PP Polskie Radie is hirhly departucntalized for
maximum centralization of all radis activities in Poland. The Prograr Departe
nent is the most highly developed and has the follewing sections:

3o Political information

be Literary and secientific

2. Propajanda

ds Toreisn (includes nonitoring of broadeasts from western Furope and Amcrical.
2, oports

fo Zducational and children®s broadeasts

go Program fulfillment control

1o lusie

i Zegional broadeasting stations

The Teehinical Department has the following sections:

a, Technical opcration of broadecasting stations

b, Teclinical operation of radio tronsmitting stations

¢o Technical inve-tments

The Administrative Departient is the least developed with the following scetions:
a. Housekeeping and maintenance

b. Real estate managerent

¢, Inventory records and statistice

do Commmications and puard service

The folloving so=called independent oflices and divisions are under the direct
Jurisdiction of the Chicf lancremen’s

as Personmel bureau

b. Central bookkeeping office

¢  Transportation Division

d, Coordination and Mamiing Division
¢« Surply Division }

£o Inmternal Auditing Division

Laglh deparinent has its owmn Budpet Control Section to sce that expeaditures
do not excecd the budget.
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